
Stewarding

Artificial


Intelligence



Stay Connected!
Think-Well.org

Think Well

@ryanpauly3



www.think-well.org/summit



Is technology 

Neutral?



“Whenever we use tools, from 
shovels and books to phones 

and virtual reality, 
regardless of whether we use 
them for good or evil, the act 

of using them forms us 
physically, mentally, 

spiritually, and relationally.”

John Dyer



Types of AI
Narrow 

Artificial 
Intelligence

Artificial 
General 

Intelligence



Mustafa Suleyman

“Never before have we 
witnessed technologies with 

such transformative potential, 
promising to reshape our 

world in ways that are both 
awe-inspiring and daunting… 

As the technology has 
progressed over the years, my 

concerns have grown.”



The value of AI

- Digital assistants

- Medicine

- Autonomous vehicles

- Language 

translators

- Advertising

- Industry 



Negative 

effects of AI

- Job recruitment

- Threat of job losses





Negative 

effects of AI

- Job recruitment

- Threat of job losses

- Data harvesting

- The containment problem

- Omni-use

- Look for killers

- They have become black boxes



Technology…
1. Extends or 
magnifies something 
we do naturally.

2. Eliminates or 
amputates something 
that we used to do.

3. Retrieves something 
from the past.

4. Reverses into a more 
negative behavior 
when it’s overused.



A good Gift

God Created


Humans are set 
apart

Technology and 

Scripture



John Lennox

“It is one thing to make a 
machine that can simulate, say, 

a human hand lifting an 
object; it is a completely 
different thing to make a 

machine that can simulate the 
thoughts of a human when he 
or she is lifting an object.”



A good Gift

God Created


Humans are set 
apart


God Rested

The Fall

God has 

overcome death

Technology and 

Scripture



“They don’t think of death as 
a metaphysical mystery, and 

they certainly don’t view 
death as the source of life’s 
meaning. Rather, for modern 
people death is a technical 

problem that we can and 
should solve.”

Yuval Noah Harari



“All of this means that 
Christians need to think hard 

about the implications of 
these fundamental Christians 
doctrines of the resurrection 

and return of Christ for AI 
and the race to create Homo 

deus…

John Lennox



John Lennox

For if the Christian teaching 
is true, the race to conquer 
death as a technical problem 
will prove to be ultimately 

futile, although the 
technology developed along 

the way may help ease old age 
and solve many outstanding 

ethical problems.”



How Should we respond?
1.Ask 

Questions
1. What do they do for 

us?

2. What do they do to 

us?

3. How do they shape 

reality?

4. How do we use them?

5. How will they 

affect our view of 
God?



How Should we respond?
1.Ask 

Questions

2.Think 

Ethically

Ethics of programmers 
reflected in products


What are you sharing?


Is it a tool helping you 
create or is it creating 
for you?


True human flourishing



How Should we respond?
1.Ask 

Questions

2.Think 

Ethically

3.Personal 

containment

Form convictions and 
values first


Live productive lives


Wisdom and Virtue to 
guide us


Technology is for the 
table



“Spiritual depth requires the ability to pray for 
more than a few minutes, to memorize and meditate 

on Scripture (not search for it online), and to 
love God with our hearts and minds. This means 
that we must be careful to cultivate and retain 

the skill of deeply reading and sincerely 
contemplating the things of God, something that 

attention-getting technologies do not value.”

John Dyer



“Faithfulness also requires that we can sit with a 
person and deeply listen without being distracted 
by a phone or wearable. There may be no greater 
Christian witness in our time than someone who 
can truly master the art of listening well in an 

age of constant interruptions.”

John Dyer



How Should we respond?
1.Ask 

Questions

2.Think 

Ethically

3.Personal 

containment

4.Understand 

the mediums

Less effort means 
less meaning


Isolating vs 
inviting


Relational vs 
observational
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